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Daniel, please see attached our continued objections to Reference ABP - 320916-24

Kindest regards
Rachel, Shane, Joey & Kate McClearn

Dr. Rachel McEvoy, PhD, Office of the National Director Public Health, Strategic Programmes & Development, Health Service Executive

(HSE), St. Brendans Nursing Home, Dental Building, Lake Road, Loughrea, Co.Galway, Eircode: H62 F438

Mobile No: (086) 8813695 E:rachel.mcevoy@hse.Ie

Building a Better Health Service
CAFe GaaKWH TRUST LWBoeo

"Ta an fhaisn6is sa riomhphost seo (ceangaltain san aireamh) faoi rEIn. Baineann sd leis an t6 ar seoladh chuige amhain agus ta sd ar intinn go

bhfaighfidh siadsan amhain 6 agus gurb iadsan amhain a dh6anfaidh breithni0 air. Mas md 6 nach tusa an duine ar leis 6, ta cosc iomlan ar aon

fhaisn6is ata ann, a osaid, a chraobhscaoileadh, a scaipeadh, a nochtadh, a fhoilsi0, na a ch6ipeail . Seains gurb iad tuairimi pearsanta an Odar ata

san riomhphost agus nach tuairimi FSS iad.

Ma fuair tCl an riomhphost seo tri dhearmad, bheadh muid buioch da gcuirfed in Mil don Deasc Seirbhisf ECT ar an nguthan ag +353 818 300300 n6

ar an riomhphost chuig service.desk@hse.ie agus ansin glan an riomhphost seo ded' ch6ras."

"Information in this email (including attachments) is confidential. It is intended for receipt and consideration only by the intended recipient. If you are

not an addressee or intended recipient, any use, dissemination, distribution, disclosure, publication or copying of information contained in this email

is strictly prohibited. Opinions expressed in this email may be personal to the author and are not necessarily the opinions of the HSE

If this email has been received by you in error we would be grateful if you could immediately notify the ICT Service Desk by telephone at +353 818

300300 or by email to service.desk@hse,ie and thereafter delete this e-mail from your system"



\



ABP – 320916-24

A Chara,

My family and I, who live less than 500 metres away from the proposed development, wish
to reiterate our objections to the planning application reference 320916-24 submitted by
Coolpowra Flex Gen Ltd concerning the proposed development of the Oldstreet Power
Station in the Coolpowra area of Gortanumera based on the following key observations.

Please note that given the enormity of the files, both old and new, and the technical nature
of the material, much of which is not within our scope of expertise, it is difficult to pen every
concern that we have or that we might not yet have reviewed given the enormity of the
files, especially in light of the most recent revelation by the eastgalway gaspla nt concern
group that this enormous proposal approval would result in our area hosting over half of the
entire country’s 2030 limit for remissions from electricity.

Despite the change with regards to access, this does not alleviate any of our origina
objections which we feel compelled to outline again as follows:

1. Inadequacy of Technology Maturity – LDES is at Experimental Stage

Research by Cornwall Insight, written in collaboration with Ireland's Climate Change
Advisory Council, found that limited financial incentives, a lack of clear targets, and market
design limitations are all hindering the development of long-duration energy storage
technologies in Ireland. Solar Power Portal

At present there is only 0.29 GW of LDES on the Irish grid, all coming from a single pumped
storage hydro asset at Turlough Hill – meaning the type of technology proposed here has
essentially no proven operational track record in Ireland. Solar Power Portal

Objectors at the Buncrana iron-air battery storage project – Ireland's first of its kind –
specifically cited the use of "untested technology" as a formal objection ground, raising
concerns about lack of proven long-term performance. Donegal Live

We would request that the developer submit an independent, peer-reviewed evidence of
the specific storage technology's performance over a minimum 5-year operational period at
comparable scale elsewhere.

2. Fire Risk and Thermal Runaway – Specific Dangers to Rural Location

In the past four years, more than thirty large-scale battery energy storage systems around
the world experienced failures resulting in fires and, in some cases, explosions. Thermal
runaway – where stored chemical energy converts uncontrollably to thermal energy – is
by far the most severe BESS failure mode. Jensen Hughes
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During thermal runaway, large amounts of flammable and potentially toxic battery gas are
generated, largely containing hydrogen, which is highly flammable under a wide range of
conditions. This can create an explosive atmosphere in the battery enclosure. A real-world
incident illustrated this starkly: when a HAZMAT team attempted to enter a BESS to survey
an incident, an explosion occurred, seriously injuring firefighters. Investigations found that
clean agent fire suppression systems were incapable of stopping thermal runaway, and that
flammable off-gases concentrated because there was no means of ventilation.
ScienceDirectScienceDirect

The rural location compounds this risk significantly. Response times for fire services in rural
County Galway are far longer than in urban areas. What is the nearest fire station, what is
its estimated response time, and does the emergency response plan account for multi -day
battery fires in a location with limited access?

3. Water Contamination and Proximity to Watercourses

This argument has been raised at Oireachtas level regarding Irish BESS developments
specifically:

If a leak occurs, lithium-ion energy storage batteries contain liquid electrolyte which can
react with moisture to form hydrofluoric acid – an acutely dangerous substance. Senators
in the Oireachtas raised this directly in the context of a BESS site near a sensitive ecological
area draining into rivers designated as Special Areas of Conservation, calling for
independent safety assessments before developments of this scale are considered. Irish
Examiner

You should map all watercourses, drains, and designated ecological areas within the

catchment of the proposed site in H53. County Galway contains numerous SAC and SPA
designations connected to the River Shannon system/Lough Derg. If any drain or surface
water feature connects – even indirectly – to a designated watercourse, this is a
compelling ground for refusal or, at minimum, an independent hydrogeological assessment.

We would request that a full independent hydrogeological assessment demonstrating that
no surface water or groundwater pathway connects the site to any protected water body or
watercourse be completed.

4. Absence of Adequate Regulatory Framework in Ireland

Sinn F6in Senator Nicole Ryan told the Seanad that "communities deserve proper
transparency, consultation, and independent safety assessments before developments of
this scale are considered," arguing that "rural Ireland is not a dumping ground for projects
that would never be tolerated in urban areas." Irish Examiner
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Planning and environmental compliance remain critical obstacles for storage projects in
Ireland – securing planning permission is a lengthy and complex process, particularly where
environmental impact assessments or local community concerns arise. Addleshaw Goddard

Crucially, there is currently no bespoke national regulatory or safety framework for large-
scale LDES in Ireland equivalent to, for example, NFPA 855 in the US. This absence means
there is no statutory minimum safety standard against which the proposal can be assessed.
Hence we are asking An Coimisiun Pleaneala whether it is satisfied that adequate
standards exist to protect the public?

5. Visual Intrusion and Incompatibility with Rural Character

The development comprises two separate outdoor compounds plus an internal building,
together with all ancillary works – a significant industrial footprint in a rural setting.

The Newmarket Environmental Protection Group in County Cork, opposing a BESS

development, argued that their application "presents significant concerns regarding public
safety, environmental protection, and the integrity of the rural landscape." Irish Examiner

Galway County Council refused an energy storage facility on several grounds including that
the local road network was unsuitable and that the energy storage facility was premature
pending decisions on associated infrastructure. GalwavBayFM

The Galway County Development Plan 2022–2028 includes Chapter 14 on Climate Change,
Energy and Renewable Resources, but it must be read alongside Chapter 4 on Rural Living
and Chapter 8 on Tourism and Landscape. The Galway County Development Plan expressly
recognises that "a balance is required between supporting rural-based enterprises and
protecting the local environment," . Galway

In this instance has the developer been requested to demonstrate in a Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment (LVIA) that the cumulative visual impact of both compounds and all
ancillary infrastructure is acceptable?

6. The Synchronous Condenser – Noise and Vibration

A synchronous condenser is a large rotating electrical machine operating continuously.
Noise impact assessments for synchronous condensers have been required as planning
conditions at sites in the UK, reflecting that they generate significant continuous operational
noise. Conradenergy

Continuous low-frequency noise and vibration from rotating machinery in a quiet rural
envIronment can cause chronic sleep disruption, heightened stress, and impaired
wellbeing . The Association of Acoustic Consultants of Ireland (AACI) has published
Environmental Noise Guidelines for planning authorities, providing a working reference for
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appropriate noise assessment standards to be used by planning authorities in Ireland. ICAN
Acoustics

As local residents we demand that a full independent noise impact assessment covering

both facilities – the LDES compound and the synchronous condenser building – modelling
noise levels at the nearest residential properties at night, and verifying compliance with
AACI guidance is carried out.

7. Road Infrastructure and Construction Traffic

Both the Galway County Council refusal and objections at Buncrana highlighted road
infrastructure as a material planning consideration. Rural roads in the H53 area are typically
narrow, unclassified local roads with no footpaths, passing places, or HGV provision.
Construction of two compound facilities plus ancillary works will generate prolonged heavy
vehicle movements.

As local residents we welcome a detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) and
a pre- and post-construction road condition survey, with the developer bound to remediate
any damage at their own cost.

Summary: Our Key Asks to the Planning Authority/An Coimisiun Pleanala :

Please note the following formal requests to be addressed before any decision is made:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9

Full independent EIA – was a screening determination made and was EIA required?
If not, please challenge the screening.
Independent hydrogeological assessment – all surface and groundwater pathways
to protected waters.
Independent fire and emergency risk assessment – including response time
analysis for rural location and full thermal runaway modelling.
Noise impact assessment compliant with AACI guidelines, covering both the LDES
compound and synchronous condenser, with night-time readings at all nearest
residences

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) addressing cumulative impact of

both compounds and all ancillary structures.
Technology maturity evidence – peer-reviewed operational data for the specific
LDES technology proposed.
Construction Traffic Management Plan with road condition surveys and remediation
bond

Proof that the rural location is necessary – i.e. that no brownfield, industrial-zoned,
or less sensitive site could accommodate this development.
All three developments are looked at collectively and not in isolation of one
another (i.e. ABP 320094-24; ABP 320095-25 & ABP 320916-24).
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I respectfully request that An CoimisiOn Pleanala take these concerns into account when
determining this application.

Yours sincerely

Shane, Rachel, Joey and Kate McClearn




